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By Fran Gardner, 
GreenSquare Rose Hill 
Community worker

Dear Rose Hill residents – as you may 
know, Rose Hill Regeneration, the five 
year Lottery funded project for Rose 
Hill ended on 30 November 2016.  
 I would like to say an enormous 
thank you for all your wonderful, kind 
and generous support over the last 
five years. I feel really privileged to 
have had the opportunity to work in 
such a welcoming, friendly and diverse 
community. 

 I have learnt so much during my 
time on Rose Hill and have tried to 
listen and respond to your comments, 
suggestions and requests. This 
has allowed the team to develop 
the project in ways that were 
unimaginable five years ago. This 
is a prime example of what Lottery 
funding can achieve with such positive 
support from the community.
 In this final Lottery funded 
edition of Rose Hill News, you will 
see reminders of the wide range of 
activities and events that have taken 
place and the many people involved in 
the project.

 However, it is important to reassure 
Rose Hill residents that much of the 
current project will carry on into the 
future – the Rose Hill Regeneration 
Partnership will be led by Oxford City 
Council’s Communities team who 
will continue to work on the agreed 
priorities for Rose Hill. Rose Hill Junior 
Youth Club is now a registered charity 
and will continue to support Rose Hill 
children and young people. Oxford 
City Council's Youth Ambition team 
will continue their work with young 
people, the Health Partnership will 
continue to be led by Oxfordshire 
Clinical Commissioning Group and the 

food surplus project will be maintained 
by MYOX4 Community Hub.
 GreenSquare Group have submitted 
an application to the BIG Lottery for 
funds to continue the project on Rose 
Hill. Early feedback from the Lottery 
told us that funding was only available 
for: 1. Work with children, 2. Young 
people and 3. Adults into training and 
employment.   
 The new application reflects this 
feedback and is now being assessed 
by the Big Lottery and we expect a 
decision in February 2017. This stream 
of funding is highly competitive 
and whilst there are no guarantees 

that we will be successful, Rose 
Hill Regeneration Partnership is 
committed to continue  working with 
the Rose Hill community.
 Thank you again for all your support 
over the last five years. 

FANTASTIC FIVE!  

 “There is no doubt that Rose 
Hill has been transformed 
out of all recognition by the 
Lottery Project” 

Peter Wilkinson, 
long-term Rose Hill resident 
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Rose Hill News is a not-for-
profit newspaper dedicated 
to providing news and 
information to the whole 
Rose Hill community. we are 
not affiliated to any political 
party, and we operate an 
equal opportunities policy. we 
encourage any resident to get 
involved in our work.
 Rose Hill News is produced 
with help from the leys News 
editorial and Design team.

rose Hill News management 
and production team: 
Aimee winkfield (Editor), Jamie 
Clark, sam Henry, Fran Gardner, 
Kasia Bus, Alex Hammonds, 
Pete Appleford and Graham 
west.

For further information 
or if you would like to get 
involved, please contact: 
Rose Hill News, c/o Fran 
Gardner, Greensquare, 
244 Barns Road, oX4 3Rw

T: 07770 324 277

E: rosehillnews@gmail.com  

W: rosehillnewsonline.
wordpress.com

Produced with the 
support and financial 
assistance of:
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WINTer 2016 as you will read elsewhere in this 

issue, The Big Lottery Funded- project 
is sadly coming to an end.  The 
project has funded Rose Hill News for 
many years.  Your Councillors and the 
Tenants and Residents Association 
heard how much this paper has come 
to mean to many of you.  So, for the 
last few months, we have worked 
hard to support its continuation and 
have committed a small amount of 
money to a community newspaper 
over the next couple of years. 
 It takes money and volunteer 
commitment to keep the community 
newspaper running, so Rose Hill 
News will re-start in a small (but 

beautiful!) way, so that it is built to 
last.  There will be three issues per 
year and as your newspaper, be run 
by and for the people of Rose Hill.  
 We are looking for enthusiastic 
local residents to get involved in 
writing, editing, taking photos, 
sorting out advertising and delivery 
of newspaper. No experience is 
necessary; we will be looking for 
a minimum commitment of three 
to four  hours per month and 
attendance at some great training 
run by The Community Media Group 
(who produce many local community 
newspapers), starting 1 February 
2017.  

 If you are keen to learn, find out 
what’s going on, develop new skills 
and meet other local people, then 
why not register your interest at 
Rose Hill Community Centre or text/
call Val Churchill of the City Council’s 
Communities Team on 07789 
920927.  Alternatively, you can emai: 
vchurchill@oxford.gov.uk  to get 
more details.
 Someone from a local community 
newspaper and Val Churchill will 
attend the Christmas party at 
Rose Hill Community Centre on 3 
December, so why not pop in and 
have a chat to find out more. 

CRAFT CoRNER
Christmas Card Craft
By Lina Vosa

HaNDmaDe cards are more special than 
bought ones, because one of the ingredients 
we use is love! This very easy to make 
Christmas card can be made using coloured 
paper, old magazines or gift wrapping paper. 
 You will need: glue or sticky tape, scissors, 
pencils and blank card.
  I used three different bits of gift wrapping 
paper. Just tear out three different sized 
triangles and glue them to the card. 
 Draw three stars, cut them out and glue on 
the tops of the triangles. You can use paper 
punch cut-outs or small buttons to embellish 
the Christmas trees. Be creative!
 Merry Christmas to everyone!

STAR 
VoLUNTEER 
By Fran Gardner 

LocaL resident Dean Surman is the 
star volunteer for this edition.  Dean is a 
dedicated fundraiser for the Junior Youth 
Club and spent many hours distributing 
letters to local businesses asking for their 
support for the Halloween  party raffle 
prizes. This effort certainly paid off and £195 
was raised at the event for Rose Hill children.
In addition, Dean helps every Wednesday 
with the job of sorting and packing the 100s 
of kilos of food surplus that arrives at Rose 
Hill Community Centre.  
 Lottery project staff and volunteers are 
really grateful to Dean for the time that he 
gives and his dedication to fundraising.

spooky FuN: Halloween Fundraiser for Junior Youth Club which raised £195 – many thanks to Lynsey and Donna for all their hard work . Photo by Alex Hammonds.

Delightful Donations
THe Junior Youth Club staff recently went 
to Sainsbury’s Heyford Hill to fundraise for 
the club. They offered face painting and 
gave out hand-made craft flowers and 
balloons for donations and raised over £310! 
Congratulations to all involved. 

Giving out flowers to shoppers. 
Photo by Alex Hammonds.

Rose Hill News update
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By Aimee Winkfield

Kasia Bus
Rose Hill News photographer
Kasia started volunteering for the 
paper in 2012 and has produced many 
incredible pictures during her time 
at Rose Hill News. Some of her best 
pictures feature the kids at JYC and 
her friendliness and lovely nature is 
a credit to her. We are immensely 
grateful for her dedication and cannot 
thank her enough for her time. 
 Kasia said: “Thanks to volunteering 
as a photographer for Rose Hill News, 
I got to know the community I live in 
very well. Photoshoots were the best 
excuse to venture out of the house 
and into the streets of Rose Hill to 
meet people who I would have never 
of met otherwise. 
 "I also loved capturing food 
festivals and other community events 
where all I could see through my lens 
was pure joy. It was very uplifting 
to see how the Rose Hill News was 
getting better and better with every 
issue. 
 "The Big Lottery Funded 
Regeneration Project was brought to 
Rose Hill by amazing people who have 
put their whole hearts and loads of 
hard work into what they were doing. 
The project had a great impact on the 
estate and people living here. 
 "The team was headed up by Fran 
and I couldn't imagine anyone better 
for this position. Also, Ali, Asha, Jamie, 
Lizzie and Aimee were irreplaceable, 
always with a smile on their faces and 
happy to help. Thank you for letting 
me be a part of this great team.”

Jamie ClaRK
Past Rose Hill News editor and 
writer
Jamie’s kind and encouraging nature 
gave me the confidence to become 

the community journalist I am today. 
His passion for the community is plain 
to see throughout Rose Hill News in 
the recent years. His youth work and 
the part he played in Rose Hill News 
and the Regeneration Project was 
inspirational. Thanks a lot, to Jamie. 
 Jamie said: “It was because of 
Rose Hill News that I could establish 
myself in Oxford. The confidence the 
paper gave me raised my self-esteem 
and awareness of the importance of 
community. Not only did it help me 
become a better writer, editor and 
administrator, it helped me to become 
a better person.
 "I developed and grew thanks to 
RHN –  working and volunteering 

in the area was a life changing 
experience. I would like to thank Fran, 
Ali, Asha, Jo, Lizzie, Aimee, the readers 
and every single person I have met 
throughout the years. You did more 
for me than you could ever imagine.”

liNa Vosa
Craft Corner
Lina has commanded a regular spot 
in Rose Hill News for quite some time 
now, bringing readers her bright and 
colourful seasonal crafts. Thanks for 
your dedication and for teaching us 
how to make awesome crafts, and 
your wonderful work at JYC! Thanks to 
Kasia for taking the craft photos too.

Lina said: “I started in December 2013 
producing crafts for Rose Hill News 
which featured in the Craft Corner. It 
was great fun and I was quite proud 
of myself to be a part of it. Also, it 
was interesting and useful to find out 
what was going on in Rose Hill and 
enjoyable to see some familiar faces. 
I met some interesting people and 
became friends with a few of them.“

alex HammoNds
Rose Hill News photographer
Alex has taken many amazing pictures 
for Rose Hill News and we have 
enjoyed working with him during his 
time at Rose Hill News. We appreciate 
the number of hours he’s spent 
volunteering for us and his willingness 
to cover a range of stories. Thank you, 
Alex, for accompanying me on my 
video shoots as well! 
 Alex said: “I started taking 
photographs for Rose Hill News in 
2014, and as time went on I settled 
into it well. Rose Hill News gets 
me out of the house and gives me 
something to do. 
 "One of the benefits is meeting 
new and interesting people from 
different cultures and backgrounds 
which I enjoy doing, it has also 
given me an insight and better 
understanding of the multiple cultures 
which make up Rose Hill and has 
allowed me to make friends with the 
people I have met and worked with 
over the years. 
 "Some of my favourite tasks was 
to meet and photograph George and 
Freda Cooper, George was a very 
interesting man. Other highlights 
include taking photos of Halloween 
events, trips and traveling to Oxford 
City Football Club & the Houses of 
Parliament. I have been able to show 
my creative side and have gained 
many photo tips from professionals 
along the way.”

Rose Hill lotteRy PRoJeCt 2011 – 2016

Volunteers 
tHe lottery project team would like to thank every writer, photographer and editor who 
has contributed to RHN over the years. We would also like to thank those who deliver 
RHN to your doorsteps. to every person who has volunteered for the lottery Project over 
the past five years, we are immensely grateful for your dedication and support. Your 
contribution is very much appreciated and valued throughout the community.

CloCKWise, starting bottom left:
Farida mohammed,
lynsey Barrett,
Nikita Bull,
irene Fowler and sharon Haynes,
aga Ward,
aimee and Kasia Bus,
daniel Breach,
donna Wood,
lina Vosa,
tahira Naseem,
lloyd Barrett,
emma Breach.
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Over 2,000 videO views
Back in January, Rose Hill News started producing videos of news 
stories and community events.  The videos were posted on the 
Youtube channel, Rose Hill News Online, and have now been viewed 
over 2,000 times. 
	 The	very	first	video	that	was	recorded	featured	the	installation	
of the outdoor learning area at Rose Hill Primary School at the 
beginning of the year, and since then videos have featured news 
relating	to	the	area	from	different	sectors	such	as	education,	energy,	
community clubs and more. 
 Rose Hill News thanks you for watching the videos and will 
continue to record and post the latest community news and events.
 If you have some local news, want an event covered in Rose Hill, 
or have a video idea, please contact Aimee at: aimee-rosehillnews@
hotmail.com,	who	would	be	happy	to	come	and	film	it	for	the	
website. 

since its launch in 
February, Rose Hill News 
Online has continued to 
cover the latest news in 
Rose Hill between issues of 
the newspaper. 
 This is the last issue 
funded by the Lottery 
project but we would like 
to reassure readers that 
Rose Hill News will still be 
delivering news through 
Facebook and its online 
website.
 We are looking for 
people who want to learn 
how	to	film	and	make	
news videos. Come out 
into the community with 

us and use the cameras 
to create your own news 
video.  
 Also, if you’re interested 
in learning more about 
community journalism and 
writing, please feel free to 
contact Aimee through the 
email address below. 

We are also looking for 
news:
Birthdays & celebrations.
Local news & clubs.
Arts & crafts.
Cooking & recipes.
Sports	news	&	fitness.
Book,	film	&	TV	
suggestions.
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rOse Hill lOttery prOject 2011 – 2016

Lottery Project staff 2011 – 2016

rOse Hill runners
By trev williams

rOse Hill News has been a great resource for our club and it’s 
sad that it’s coming to an end. When the Rose Hill Runners 
started, the paper was fundamental in letting others know we 
existed and helping us grow.  
	 From	a	small	group	of	five	or	six	meeting	on	the	Oval	
roundabout, now we regularly have over 15 runners on our 
Monday run from a pool of well over 100 members in our 
local community. We split into speed groups to keep both 
our slower and faster runners happy and use the Rose Hill 
Community Centre for changing facilities, showers and their 
fab café and social club. Rose Hill Runners would like to thank 
all who work on the paper for their help over the last two 
years!

 if you would like a story covered in the format of a 
news story or video, or if you want to suggest some 
news, please contact aimee:   
aimee-rosehillnews@hotmail.com

“the lottery project has made big, 
important differences to the people of 
rose Hill.  rose Hill news has not only 
provided a means of keeping in touch 
and developing the community on the 
estate, but has helped build links with 
wider Oxford through its volunteers. 
the lottery project has encouraged 
people to come together more, in 
positive ways which provide support 
as well as enjoyment.” Cllr Michele Paule
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and 
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up and away! Muay thai class. nHs smoke Free campaign. chris westwood saturday Football.

team B group picture. 

the Health Bus.

Boxercise. 

lil tapz. 
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rOse Hill news Online

Message FrOM tHe editOr
“Since I started working for Rose Hill News just over two years ago, I’ve 
had many amazing opportunities. I would like to give my personal 
thanks	to	Fran	Gardner,	who	has	given	me	the	confidence	and	
encouragement to excel in this role. Fran has worked extremely hard 
for many years for the Lottery Project to help bring many fantastic 
opportunities and programmes to Rose Hill. Her dedication and drive 
is inspiring. Fran has let me lead with Rose Hill News/Online, which 
has given me lots of valuable work experience, putting me in a good 
position to go into a media related job in the future. So, thank you 
Fran, and I will continue to work closely with her and the wonderful 
community that is Rose Hill."

Aimee Winkfield
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oCFC & RHJyC. Rose Hill does Comic Relief. Regeneration celebration 2012.

xmas event 2011. eid 2014.

art Class.

Rose Hill tV.

eating together at JyC. dancing at the Community Centre opening.
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THIs year, the Public Health Film festival 
chose to bring a film workshop to Rose Hill. 
The workshop, led by Rose Hill News 
community journalist Aimee Winkfield, 
brought an under 9’s football team from 
Greater Leys to play football with kids from 
the local Saturday youth club in Rose Hill.
 Assistant manager Rob Kaya said: 
“Bringing Greater Leys up to Rose Hill 
was a great opportunity and it’s why we 
jumped at the chance. It would be brilliant 
to get communities to mix up a bit more 
and maybe have some out of season inter 
community challenges and things like 
that.”
 Young people from the Saturday 
youth club were invited to help film the 

football sports session for a video aiming 
to highlight how Rose Hill Youth clubs 
promote health through sports in the 
community. 
 They all enjoyed taking turns using the 
four cameras that were available, taking 
both photographs and videos of the 
action. Positive feedback from the staff was 
also received, Youth Participation Officer 
Leonard Sackey said: “I observed a good 
session as all young people looked like 
they were having fun even though the 
weather wasn’t great. I believe the young 
people that helped with filming/taking 
pictures learnt new skills from doing it and 
probably haven’t done something like this 
before.”

By Eleanor Watts

NeeD a car sometimes, but don’t want to 
pay all the road, tax, insurance, petrol and 
maintenance costs? Look no further than 
Rose Hill Community Centre. 
 If you’ve decided that it’s just too 
expensive to own a car, you can join Co-
Wheels Car Club. All you need to do is to 
go to www.co-wheels.org.uk and you can 
join and book the car for when you want it. 
You pay a flat fee for the year and then for 
each time you drive it. Then you return it to 
the Community Centre for others to use. 
 We’re really pleased that the car is 
electric and runs off a battery charged 
by the solar panels on the roof of the 
Community Centre. It’s part of Project ERIC, 
which has installed 77 homes in Rose Hill 
with solar panels and battery storage. This 
means some clean energy can be saved for 
whenever it’s needed. 
 Project ERIC has also spear-headed the 
Zero Carbon Classroom at Rose Hill School. 
Thanks to all of you who contributed 
to the crowd-funder, soon the children 
will be able to see at first hand how the 

102 new solar panels on the school roof 
can generate electricity. They’ll also see 
practically how a battery can save some of 
that energy. Many thanks to Project ERIC 
and to the Low Carbon Hub for installing 
the solar panels over the summer. 
 We’d also like to thank Alan Rusbridger, 
former editor-in-chief of The Guardian 
newspaper, for his brilliant talk on 29 
September. Ninety people packed into 
the Community Centre to hear him speak 
about the ‘Keep it in the Ground’ campaign 
to combat climate change. He reminded 
us that  we must keep oil, coal and gas 
in the ground to prevent the disastrous 
consequences of global warming. We 
urgently need to cut our energy use and 
switch to renewables – and we are trying 
to do our little bit in Rose Hill. 
 Finally, many thanks to Rose Hill News 
for publishing our articles. We are very sad 
that it may close and will support any new 
community newspaper.

 Contact Eleanor Watts at
rosehill.iffley.low.carbon@
gmail.com facebook.com/
rosehillandiffleylowcarbon 

 

 

  

 

Christmas  
Arts & Crafts (50+) 

Free entry! 
10 am-12.00 pm 

17 November 
24 November 
1 December 
8 December 

15 December 
22 December 

 
Speak to a member of staff to enroll at the Rose Hill 
Community Centre, contact via rhcc@oxford.gov.uk  

or by phone 01865 749597 
 

Remembering George Cooper, February 1921 – October 2016.  Photo by Alex Hammonds.

Fabulous 
film festival

Rose Hill AND iFFley low CARBoN UPDAte  

 To see more photos from the event visit: rosehillnewsonline.wordpress.com
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oxford 
Academy 
news
We Have some good news 
here at the Academy that you 
may have heard. We have 
recently been awarded a 
‘Good’ rating from an Ofsted 
inspection. This is a fantastic 
improvement for the school 
and clearly demonstrates the 
hard work all our staff and 
students have put in. 
 We have also scored very 
highly on Progress 8 scores 
(a measure of school student 
performance) which ranks us 
1st in the County and 14th in 
the country out of over 6,300 
schools!The Oxford Academy PE students Rememberence day tribute.

NeW for January 2017 – 
friendly, pressure-free acting, 
singing and dance classes for 
adults of all ages and abilities 
are coming to Rose Hill 
Community Centre. And on 
4/5 January or 11/12 you can 
try a class for free!
 The sessions are led by 
local actors, dancers and 
vocal coaches in a relaxed 
environment that is all about 
the enjoyment. The classes 
do not work towards a 
performance, so there is no 
need to learn pages of script. 
There are no solos, so no one 
is singled out. There are no 
auditions, no expectations 
of experience and never any 
pressure to do something 
you are not comfortable with.
 Filter out these concerns, 
and what you are left with 
is the pure fun of it: you can 
expect to laugh a lot, and 
maybe tap into your inner 
creativity. 
 Frances, who has
been taking the classes in 

Headington, says:  “I have 
learnt so much and feel more 
confident. The laughter factor 
has been so therapeutic and 
uplifting. The teachers have 
a passionate enthusiasm for 
what they teach, and want to 
share it with us.”
 The classes are flexible too. 
The different disciplines of 
drama, singing and dance can 
be taken separately, or you 
can take classes in two or all 
three subjects. 
 As a special offer to 
welcome the class to its new 
home, on either the first or 
second week in January you 
can book onto a taster class 
free of charge. If you love it, 
and want to continue, there is 
also is a reduced rate for Rose 
Hill residents.

 Classes start on 4 
January and will be held 
on:  Wednesdays, 10.30am–
12.30pm; Thursdays, 
7pm–9pm.

 Book your place at Rose 
Hill Community Centre 
or contact Claire : claire@
openstagearts.co.uk    
07768 518967

THe new £4.7m Rose Hill 
Community Centre has been 
awarded the 'New-Build' 
award at the annual Oxford 
Preservation Trust awards.
 The Centre is also 
regional finalist in 2017 Civic 
Trust Awards, the longest 
running independent built 
environment awards scheme in 
Europe.
 The new build community 

centre, owned by Oxford 
City Council, opened at the 
beginning of 2016. It has 
made a considerable impact 
in uniting the community with 
over 13,000 visitors per month 

using the centre by June. 
Councillor Ed Turner said: “It 
is fantastic news that Rose 
Hill Community Centre has 
been recognised by Civic Trust 
Awards. At the crux of this 

project was to create an asset 
that catered to the diverse 
needs of the community and 
which encouraged a greater 
number of visitors.  We wanted 
a convenient location that 
provided multiple services so 
that it would become central 
to life in Rose Hill and we 
are delighted in the public 
response which has shown us 
that we have achieved this.” Find out more at www.openstagearts.co.uk

oPEN STAGE 
comes to 
Rose Hill

Rose Hill Community 
Centre wins award

ADVERTISEMENT


