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By Aimee Winkfield

ROSE Hill Primary School once again 
held its annual Rose Hill’s Got Talent 
school show celebrating the many 
talents of its pupils. 
 The event coincided with Red Nose 
day making the afternoon even more 
special, as children and teachers wore 

headbands and red noses in support. 
The children performed many acts 
after getting through the audition 
stages which included dance routines, 
singing, hula-hooping, skipping, 
playing the piano, telling jokes and 
much more. 
 Children from all year groups were 
watching the show and got behind all 

the acts by singing and clapping along 
during their performances. 
 Sue Vermes, the headteacher at the 
school called the show wonderful and 
praised all the children who took part: 
“Our talent-scout and teaching 
assistant Alison Nicholl organised it 
all, the whole afternoon was made 
perfect by the warm and supportive 

atmosphere from the whole school 
gathered to watch. I was a judge and 
I gave everyone full marks. So many 
talents and so much hard work and 
courage was on display- I felt so proud 
to be the headteacher for so many 
superstars.”
 The first-place plaque went to 
Precious Ekpenyong who sang in the 

show after discussions from all of the 
judges. Sue said: “The first prize went 
to Precious who has a golden voice 
and sang beautifully on stage.”
 The event once again highlights 
the talents we have in the community, 
congratulations to those who took 
part!

The contestants of Rose Hill's Got Talent 2017. Photograph by Aimee Winkfield.

Rose hill’s Got Talent!
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Rose Hill News is a not-for-profit 
newspaper dedicated to providing news 
and information to the whole Rose Hill 
community. we are not affiliated to any 
political party, and we operate an equal 
opportunities policy. we encourage any 
resident to get involved in our work.
 Rose Hill News is produced with help 
from the leys News editorial and Design 
team.
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noTe FRom The 
ediToR
By Aimee Winkfield

I’m SO HaPPY that the Rose Hill newspaper 
is back! There will be three editions this year, 
as well as year-round coverage on Rose Hill 
news online. 
 We welcome a new team of volunteers that 
we recruited through our training workshops, 
but if you would like to get involved in writing 
for the paper or taking photographs for us, 
we will welcome you with open arms! 
 feedback is always welcome, and if you 
would like to have something included in 
the paper or online then please email me at: 
aimee-rosehillnews@hotmail.com.

Rose Hill TeNANTs AND ResiDeNTs AssoCiATioN (TRA)

going along to a TRa meeting
By linA VoSA

TERRY Kirkby invited me to the Tenants and Residents Association meeting 
after we met at the Rose Hill News workshop. I had seen it in Rose Hill News 
before but had never thought of going along. I was glad I went along though 
as it was very interesting. The group discussed ways to improve Rose Hill 
and how to make it a better place. It’s nice that people in Rose Hill can walk 
around, spot something is wrong and bring it up at a community meeting. If 
you come along you can find out what’s going on in Rose Hill and what you 
can do to help.

Rose Hill News 
workshops
By TeRRy kiRkBy

IT’S GREaT to once again be writing 
for the revamped Rose Hill News and 
for our Association to be involved in a 
new format with new writers and ideas, 
covering all aspects of life on this great 
estate. 
 To bring this much-loved newspaper 
back into the homes of all on Rose 
Hill, two news workshops run by the 
Community Media Group, who take 
care of thirteen hyperlocal newspapers 
including Rose Hill News took place at 
the Community centre. 
 Our Association was represented by 

several members who were all keen to 
get involved. Many ideas were suggested 
and fine-tuned by all the attendees. 
Learning new skills with them was a 
pleasure and all those who attended 
agreed that the new paper was destined 
for a successful future!
 Aimee Winkfield, who agreed to 
return as editor for the newspaper, will 
be carrying on the excellent work she 
developed with the previous paper. 
It should also be acknowledged that 
the Rose Hill News rebirth would not 
have happened without the help and 
part financing by Oxford City Council, 
whose representative Val Churchill was 
instrumental in laying the foundations 
for discussions amongst interested 
parties and whose expertise in all 
matters community newspapers were 
and are priceless.

What do we do?
By TeRRy kiRkBy

THE Rose Hill Tenants and Residents Association (TRA) was 
formed many years ago, to address the issues on Rose Hill with 
a constitution reflecting the needs and desires of all people 
living or working on the estate. 
 We gather to address local concerns such as planning 
applications, bus routes, health provisions, law and order, anti-
social behaviour, sports facilities, dog fouling and other items 
brought to its notice.
 City and County Councillors are usually in attendance along 
with representatives from Rose Hill and Iffley Low Carbon 
Group, who have over the years arranged thermal imaging 
and solar panels with batteries around the estate and the local 
primary school. They’re currently involved in a project which 
may one day have the potential to provide heating from bore 
holes in the ground and waste heat from Sainsbury’s Heyford 
Hill. Well worth listening to!
 We as a voluntary organisation and charity are dependent 
on the support of Oxford City Council and Greensquare 
Group, whose help allows us to make donations to Rose Hill 
organisations. In the past, we have supported the Junior 
Youth Club, Silver Threads, Asian Ladies Association, Nepalese 
Earthquake Disaster Fund, Rose Hill Choir, Oxfordshire & 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry Museum, Lil Tapz young dance 
troupe, Rose Hill School music and gardening projects and 
other local and worthwhile community causes.
 Membership is free, but to vote in all matters money it is 
necessary to register. We meet on the first Tuesday of each 
month (except January) at the Community centre from 7.30pm. 
Everyone is welcome to come and join in. We hope to see you 
at our next meeting where a cordial welcome awaits. 

naTuRe 
noTes

Bird song
By PeTeR WilkinSon

NOW that Spring is here you may 
be aware of an increase in bird 
song, by our resident birds and by 
the influx of summer visitors now 
starting to arrive from overseas. 
Why do birds sing and why do 
they sing more at this time the of 
year? It would be good to think 
they do it out of sheer joy of the 
arrival of Spring but it is more 
down to Earth reasons.
 With a few exceptions, it is only 
male birds that sing, although 
both sexes will make a series 
of calls. Song and calls can be 
differentiated by the length and 
complexity of the sound. Alarm 
calls, for instance when a predator 
is near such as the local cat, or 
contact calls to keep in touch 
with family members or a group. 
Singing is used to attract a mate 
and to defend a territory as part 
of the breeding activity. Breeding 
activity takes place (usually, 
pigeons and doves for instance 
will breed most of the year) in the 

Spring hence the peak of singing 
at this time, the dawn chorus 
reaching its peak in early May. 
Once the breeding season is over 
most birds have no reason to sing. 
One exception is the robin as it 
will fiercely defend its territory all 
year round. 
 A male bird will sometimes 
sing from a favourite song post, 
a tree top for instance. Singing 
will often be accompanied by 
some display activity. Skylarks will 
sing as they ascend high into the 
sky followed by a parachuting 
descent. This is showing off to 
females!
 Some birds are happy to 
live in social groups, Sparrows 
for instance. Others will adopt 
territories which they will defend 
against other birds of their 
species. Song is used as a warning 
to others of the same species that, 
“This is my patch”. 
 Just as toddlers learn to speak 
from their parents, young birds 
have to learn to sing from their 
fathers or other male birds. Some 
song birds have just one song, 
others have a more extensive 
repertoire of several songs. 
Some birds are good mimics, 
I have often been fooled by a 
Great Tit making a very passable 
impression of a Marsh Tit. Song 
thrushes are also good imitators. 
It is not known precisely why birds 
imitate other birds and sounds 

but it is probably to enhance their 
repertoire to impress the females.
 Birds do not have vocal chords 
as we do, instead they have 
something called a syrinx, deep 
in the breast used in conjunction 
with muscles which control 
air pressure and pitch coming 
from the lungs. The resulting 
resonation can make the whole 
body of the bird appear to vibrate 
with the sound. It has been shown 
that just as humans do, birds have 
regional accents although in the 
case of birds the region can be 
only a short distance away. 
 Learning bird song can be a 
challenge but very rewarding. 

Best to concentrate on a few at a 
time, the common garden birds 
for example.
 for more information on 
individual species including 
an audio of their song visit 
the Royal Society of Birds 
website: http://www.rspb.
org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/
bird-and-wildlife-guides/
bird-a-z/

 if you would like to share 
your own nature notes or 
nature tips please email: aimee-
rosehillnews@hotmail.com

 Photograph by Aimee Winkfield.
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By Aimee Winkfied

mORE than 20 volunteers gathered 
for the OxClean 2017 Spring clean at 
Rose Hill Community Centre.
 Those who came to help with the 
litter-pick included members of the 
TRA, Rose Hill and Iffley Low Carbon 

group and the Oxford Nepalese 
community. 
 The group spent two hours 
searching for litter across the estate 
and brought back over 20 bags of 
landfill and recyclable material. A 
large fence was also found stuffed 
into a bush and was dragged back to 

the centre to be collected by Oxford 
City Council.
 Terry Kirkby, chairman of the TRA 
said: “Over the years, we’ve been 
quite successful in attracting people 
to come along and take part in this, 
but also the amount they collect is 
quite enormous. It’s all part of the 

coming together, the community 
spirit on Rose Hill that’s probably the 
most important thing.”
 Across Oxfordshire, OxClean’s 
volunteer groups collected in total 
1763 bags for landfill, including the 
same number of recycling bags over 
the course of three days!

The volunteers with their collection. Photograph by Aimee Winkfield.

By CHRiS JACqueS

ROSE Hill Community Centre was the venue for a blood 
donor session. Blood donor sessions have been taking 
place there since the centre opened in January 2016.
 Having previously donated blood, Rowland Seal aged 71 
said: “I gave my first pint when I was at college in the 1960s. 
That was three years after the date of Tony Hancock’s 
radio sketch ‘The Blood Donor’, which some readers may 
remember. One aspect of giving blood that has changed 
over the years is you can now book an appointment online. 
This has speeded up the process, so I’m usually in and out 
of the session in under an hour.” 
 The NHS Blood and Transplant service told us it needs 
over 6,000 blood donations every day to treat patients 
across England. Each year they need about 200,000 new 
donors, as some donors can no longer give blood. This 
could be because of age or illness or exposure to infections.
 Around half of their current donors are over 45, the 
service said: “That is why we need more young people 
(over the age of 17) to start giving blood. We need to make 
sure we have enough blood in the future.”

 The date of the next blood donor session at the Rose 
Hill Community Centre is friday 14 July.

 you can go to www.blood.co.uk to find further 
information and to make an appointment.

Community clean up

want to improve your conversation skills ? Come for a chat
COmE down to Rose Hill Community centre every Tuesday, 9.30–11.30am!
 This free course teaches you the best ways to ask for information, how to respond to people, how to make 
appointments, request something or describe things. Learn at your own pace with our patient and friendly 
tutors.   To book a place please ring: 01865 749597  

dropping in for a pint
Did you 
know?
 Blood donors across 
England are now being sent 
a text message when their 
blood goes to a hospital 
to save or improve patient 
lives.

 Volunteer blood donors 
have been helping to save 
lives for 70 years, since 1946.

 One million people across 
England and North Wales 
are now registered to book 
donation appointments 
online. This makes it one of 
the largest digital booking 
systems of any blood 
service in the world!

 The next oxClean Spring clean 
is scheduled between: friday 2 
march and Sunday 4 march, 2018.

 To get involved in other events 
visit oxClean's website: 
www.oxclean.org.uk

 To watch the video 
we took on the day visit: 
rosehillnewsonline.wordpress.com
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CONCERNS have also been raised regarding the dust and debris 
from the demolition and how this could affect the health of those 
living or walking nearby, if you have concerns please email us! 
 if you have fond memories of using the centre email them 
to: aimee-rosehillnews@hotmail.com.

The old Rose hill 
Community centre 
has been demolished !
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CRAFT 
CORNER
Sweet 
Easter card
By LINa VoSa

Once upon a time lived 
an Easter Bunny who loved 
chocolate so much that he 
ate it for breakfast, lunch and 
tea. So, no surprise that his 
belly became big and full of 
chocolate.

To make this sweet Easter card 
you will need: Coloured paper, 
A4 card paper, Pencil, Ruler, 
Scissors, Glue, Sticky tape, 
Wiggle eyes (optional), Clear 

lid from yogurt pot, Chocolate 
buttons.

Step 1:
Search the internet for a 
bunny outline and print it 
straight on coloured paper, or 
you can draw your own using 
household objects. Cut out 
the template and glue it on 
the card paper. Cut out again 
leaving about 1-2 mm white 
edge.

Step 2:
Glue on wiggle eyes. Draw 
and cut out 2 small circles 
from white paper for the 
cheeks, glue them on. Cut out 
a small oval for the nose from 
dark paper, cut it out and stick 
it in the middle of the bunny 
face to cover cheeks a little bit 
as shown in picture.

STAR PETS
Cat steals 
food
By EBoNy JayNE RoPER, 
aGE 10

My cat is called Rebel, her 
fur is white, ginger, black 
and grey.
 My Nan said she’s a 
Moggy and is nearly ten 
years old, so that would 
make her sixty in cat years 
which is quite old.
 Since Rebel is getting old 
now she doesn’t play much 
these days and gets grumpy 
whenever she sees my other 
cat Winston, but when 
Rebel’s on her own she loves 
to be stroked. I love when 
Rebel sneaks into my bed 
and snuggles up to me. 
 One day I walked into my 
kitchen, on the side was my 
cat Rebel and I caught her 
stealing the leftover bacon 
from my breakfast. When 
she saw me she ate it as 
quickly as she could to hide 
the evidence. 

By aImEE WINkfIELd & Po yuNG

ROse Hill Community centre recently held 
its first International Women’s Day event 
offering a range of activities from drama to car 
maintenance. 
 Po Yung, who volunteered to co-organize 
the event said the response was great and the 
ladies who came along on the day seemed 
to really enjoy the activities on offer. She 
said: “We wanted to put a range of activities 
together that would appeal to women who 
had different interests and for different ages 
and to showcase some of the great activities 
that already go on at the centre.”
 Claire Waite Brown from Open Stage Arts, 
held singing and drama sessions on the day 
and said the event was a great idea, offering 
a range of activities for women to try for free: 
“I met quite a few ladies on the day who were 
really enjoying everything on offer, this could 
draw new ladies to the venue and introduce 
everything that happens here, we’ve had a 
great response to our regular classes in Rose 
Hill and are offering a discounted rate for Rose 
Hill residents who want to join.”
 Lorna Cunan came to the centre from 
Littlemore and said: “I had the afternoon off 
and wanted to see what activities there were. 
I work shifts so it can sometimes be difficult to 
find classes that fit in with my time. The basic 
car maintenance was really useful.”
 Cher Chiu also visited on the day and said: “I 
enjoyed the relaxation and new you sessions. 
We were given a lot of information and there 
were mindfulness tips too. We went through 
breathing techniques I can use at home and 
the massage was really relaxing, I wanted to 

fall asleep!”
 Another visitor from Cowley said they came 
to see what was going on: “I did the drama 

session and Couch to 5km. I enjoyed it! It’s 
about participating and there’s nothing really 
like this in Cowley.”

 To find out about the activities on offer 
at Rose Hill Community centre call: 
01865 749597

Thai Boxing with Emily Whitehall, Emile khan and kate Roud. Photograph by Alexander Hammonds.

Activities

Monday 17th - Friday 21st April

Please note the centre is closed 
on Sunday 16th April

Monday 10th - Saturday 15th April

Funslide

Entertain your kids at 
Templars Square this Easter! Crazy

129 Pound Way, Cowley,
Oxford, OX4 3XH
Tel: 01865 74886

For more information please visit  
our website:  

www.templarssquare.com

ADVERTISEMENT

Rose Hill International Women’s Day COOKERY 
CORNER
Melting 
Moments 

By maRGaRET RoPER 
 
Ready in only 30 minutes!

You will need the following 
ingredients for 25-30 melting 
moments. 

5 ounces’ soft butter or 5 
ounces’ soft margarine 
3 ounces’ caster sugar 
2 teaspoons vanilla essence or 1 
teaspoon vanilla extract 
5 ounces of self-raising flour 
Desiccated coconuts or oats 
Glace cherries

How to make:

1. Heat oven to 180ºC, 350ºF, 
Gas Mark 4 and grease two 
baking trays.
2. Cream the butter or 
margarine with the sugar until 

very light and fluffy. Beat in the 
vanilla essence or extract.
3. Stir in the flour and mix well.
4. Roll walnut sized pieces of 
the mixture into balls and toss 
in rolled oats or desiccated 
coconut.
5. Cut each glace cherry into 
quarters, four quarters for each 
melting moment.
6. Place on baking trays, flatten 
slightly and place a small piece 
of cherry on each biscuit.
7. Bake for 10-15 minutes until 

golden brown but NOT dark 
brown.
8. Optional:  You can use jam in 
place of cherries!
9. Leave your cooked biscuits to 
harden on the cookie tray.

                                                    ENJOY!

 If you would like to send in 
your recipes, please email: 
aimee-rosehillnews@hotmail.
com

 The full tutorial is available at rosehillnewsonline.wordpress.com 
If you want to share your arts and crafts with others, please email: aimee-rosehillnews@hotmail.com

Mela
Saturday 20 May 2017

11am to 5pm

ROSE HILL COMMUNITY CENTRE, CAROLE’S WAY
ROSE HILL OX4 4HF

FREE FAMILY FESTIVAL

Celebrating
DIVERSITY IN OXFORD

www.oxfordhindutemple.org
kantabgopal@yahoo.co.uk

� Bollywood, Contemporary & World Music
� Live Performances � Bollywood Dancers 

� Kids Zone � Sports � Stalls � Food! Food! Food!

w
w

w
.lynshieldsdesign.com

SUPPORTED BY
UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD COMMUNITY GRANT

Final Hindu Mela Poster Aw with bleed:Layout 1  2/3/17  10:44  Page 1

aBoVE: Rebel the Cat. LEfT: Cali

Tuesday, 6.45pm – 7.45pm

Restarts 25 April
(Term time only)

New Rose Hill Community Centre

A mixed ability fitness class, 
aimed at individuals who would 
like a fun active session without 

feeling inadequate.

Designed to improve flexibility, 
stamina, core strength, 

co-ordination, confidence 
and general well-being.

Cost £3.50
(£1.50 concession)

For further information 
07939 496 992 

My Dad’s cat Cali
By aImEE JadE RoPER,aGE 8

My DaD’s cat is called Cali. She’s a Bengal cat and 
looks like a small tiger.
 Her favourite game is Shadow warrior. This is how 
you play: First you need find a cat! Then with your 
finger or hand find a sunny place inside or outside and 
wave your shadow around for them to chase it.
 I like Cali the cat because she’s funny and she likes 
to play with me, she also likes sleeping on the bed 
with you while you sleep. Her most favourite treat is 
dreamies!

 If you have any pet stories that you or you’re 
children would like to share, then email them to 
aimee-rosehillnews@hotmail.com to be featured 
in the next edition.
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Back in the day
By mARGAReT RoPeR
 
mauREEN Quick grew up in Rose Hill with her 
mother, father and four siblings. She lived in 
Lenthall Road near the allotments which are still 
there today.
 Maureen has fond memories of Rose Hill and 
attending Jackie Bebbington school of dancing 
back in the fifties alongside her sisters Jacqueline 
and Jennifer. Maureen’s mother helped to make 
their costumes when they starred in the annual 
Dick Whittington Cinderella and Babe in the Wood 
pantomimes which were big events back in the day. 
 In the seventies, Maureen’s daughters Adele and 
Corinne and niece Tracy became pupils at Jackie 
Bebbington dance school following in Maureen's 
footsteps. The legendary Jackie Bebbington 
continued to teach many generations of children 
for more than fifty years until she retired in 2003.
 Maureen, who is now in her seventies has said 
its marvellous to see that a new dance school Lil 
Tapz is now bringing dance to a new generation in 
Rose Hill including her great niece Aimee Jade. She 
hopes that they continue for many years and enjoy 
dancing as much as she did.

Rose Hill ReVisiTeD

 maureen quick.

DON’T LET YOUR RUBBISH BE 
ILLEGALLY DUMPED

People are advertising to clear rubbish in your area 
which is often fly-tipped in and around Oxford.  

We want to hear from you if you receive a leaflet 
through your door. 

Contact saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk or telephone 
(01865) 249811

Fly-tippers face prosecution with a maximum penalty 
of imprisonment, or an on the spot fine of £400.

Help us to keep Oxfordshire a clean and safe place to 
live.

CLEAN, GREEN OXFORD

BUILDING A WORLD CLASS CITY FOR EVERYONE

By Aimee Winkfield

IN 2015, Rose Hill News 
covered a story regarding 
the problem of fly-tipping in 
Rivermead Nature park. 
 Having recently returned, 
we came across a huge pile of 
rubbish that had been collected 
by a team of twelve volunteers 
from the Wild Oxford Project.
 Andy Gunn, the Wild Oxford 
Project Officer, spoke of his 
concern over the discarded 
waste: “Fly-tipping is still a big 
problem. Somebody’s also 
come down and tipped out 
paint, not only is it bad to tip 
it on the site, it’s probably the 
worst place they could put it.”
 Eleanor Watts from Rose 
Hill & Iffley Low Carbon group 
was also on the site and said: 
“Volunteers generously gave 
up their Saturday to help with 
clearing the area as well as the 
car seats, paint-tins and trolleys 
that have been dumped in 
Rivermead Nature Reserve. 
 "As some residents, don’t 
have cars to take their rubbish 
to the recycling centre, I would 
request the City Council to put 
two large bins, one green and 

one blue, outside the entrance. 
Then fly-tippers will have a last 
chance to dispose of rubbish 
safely before they mess up the 
most beautiful part of Rose Hill.”
 Residents are encouraged 
to look out for fly-tippers and 
are advised to report any sign 

of it to Oxford City Council 
who state: “We enforce the 
law on fly-tipping on public 
land but to enable us to do this 
we need proof showing that 
the dumped items belong to 
the person that has put them 
there.”

a rubbish reality

ADVERTISEMENT

 To find out more about fly-tipping and how to report it please visit: www.oxford.gov.uk

 if you have an opinion about local fly-tipping and ways to reduce it, why not write about it? 
email: aimee-rosehillnews@hotmail.com to get involved. 

 if anyone has any memories of living in Rose Hill they would like to share, or if you 
have any photographs, please email them to: kinzella@sky.com.

 if you would like to write your own piece for the Rose Hill Revisited section in 
the newspaper, whether that be about Rose Hill history or personal stories, please 
contact: aimee-rosehillnews@hotmail.com
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Good news for 
parents and carers
By AnnA miSSA

PaRENTS and carers are celebrating the news 
that the Rose Hill Children and Family Centre 
will continue to provide some Council-funded 
open access services to families with young 
children aged 0-5 years old.
 The news comes as a small victory to 
campaigners against the severe cuts to 
Oxfordshire’s Children’s Services, which had 
seen the closure of 34 of the County’s 44 
Children’s Centres. 
  The Council have stated that: “A 
combination of Council-funded and 
community-led solutions for open access 

services are now confirmed or supported in 
principle at 34 building across the County.” 
Eight Children and Family centres will now be 
established in the County, including one in 
Rose Hill which will offer some open access 
services.
 Sam Shiell, a local mother and Children’s 
Centre campaigner, is relieved to hear that 
some open access services will continue at 
Rose Hill: “It was short-sighted of the Council 
to want to cut all open access services. It is a 
victory that we have managed to maintain 
some open access services, although what 
they will be exactly is yet to be seen. It has been 
very sad to say goodbye to the staff who were 
made redundant as part of the new service 
changes. That’s not a victory for anyone.” 
 Mixed feelings are also felt by mother 
Ruth Lloyd, who has used the centre for the 
past seven years: “I wouldn’t call it a victory, 

perhaps more of a halfway house. There will 
be something – but what will that be? Will it 
be the same as the ‘stay and play’ or ‘play and 
learn’ drop-in model, or something else? 
 "These sessions have been so important for 
me and for other families with young children. 
You know that every week at that time there is 
a safe place which is local where you can go to 
for support. You get to know the staff and they 
know when it’s a good day or a bad day for 
you.” 
 Alison Barlow, the new manager of Rose Hill 
Children and Family Centre, wants to reassure 
Rose Hill residents of her commitment to 
providing open access:  “Although 85-90% of 
our work will be for the new service for at risk 
0-19 year olds, we are looking at how we can 
ensure that there is something on each day of 
the working week in South Oxford. In Rose Hill, 
we are continuing the Play and Learn drop-in 
session for 0-5 year olds along with the Health 
visitor clinic. 
 "We are at a transition stage at the centre 
as we adjust to the new service. We are in the 
middle of building work and staff changes, but 
we are aiming to relaunch our play and learn 
session after Easter, and eventually a similar 
morning drop-in at Littlemore Community 
Centre. These drop-in groups give parents 
opportunities to enjoy different types of play 
with their children. They’re friendly, supportive 
groups where parents can meet other parents. 
The best support comes from meeting other 
people in the same situation.”
 With the loss of the old children’s centres 
it’s certainly a new era for families with young 
children, but there is a silver lining in this tale 
and all families, irrespective of situation, will still 
have access to some support.

Rose Hill CHilDReN AND FAMilY CeNTRe
Playgroups for 0-5 year olds 
Rose Hill, Littlemore, Iffley, Cowley 
and Blackbird Leys.

mondAyS
 Play and Learn session in Rose Hill, 9.30–
11.30am. Sessions will finish running on Mondays 
after 24 April.
 Health Visitor Clinic in Rose Hill, 10–11am.

TueSdAyS
 Play and Learn sessions in Rose Hill, 9.30–
11.30am begin 2 May.
 Seashells Baby and Toddler Group, St James 
Church Centre, Beauchamp Lane, Cowley, 
10–11.30am. £1 per family at the door, voluntary 
contributions for refreshments.
 Play and Learn, Blackbird Leys Children and 
Family Centre, 10am–12pm.

WedneSdAyS
 Donnington Doorstep drop-in, 10am–1pm, 
lunch supplied for a fee.
 Stay and Play, Dovecote (run by Blackbird Leys 
Children and Family Centre)

THuRSdAyS
 Rhymetime, Play and Learn, Blackbird Leys 
Library, 9.30–11.30am.
 Jellytots playgroup, St James Church Centre, 
Cowley, 10.15–11.45am, £1 per family.
 Stay and Play, Windale Primary School, 
Blackbird Leys, 1.30–3pm
 Baby Group, Leys Health Centre, 1.30–2.30pm

fRidAyS
 Little Chuggers, Littlemore Village Hall, 
9.30–11.30am, minimum donation £1
 Play and Learn, Blackbird Leys Children and 
Family Centre, 10am–12pm.
 Rhymetime, Littlemore Library, 11–11.30am 
(not every Friday – check the library’s website for 
dates)

 for more info: https://m.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/rosehill-children-and-family-centre

By eleAnoR WATTS

Join up the dots:
 Your fridge-freezer produces waste 
heat.
 The fridge-freezers at Sainsbury’s 
produce a lot more waste heat.
 At the moment, this waste heat 
warms the air of Oxfordshire.
 Sainsbury’s is just across the by-pass 
from Rose Hill.
 Fuel bills are soaring. 

So, join up the dots . . . Could we use 
the waste heat from Sainsbury’s to 
heat houses in Rose Hill, cut fuel bills 
and cut our carbon footprint? Andy 
Edwards, of BioRegional says we can!
 BioRegional is the charity that 
runs Project ERIC, which has installed 
solar panels and battery storage on 
82 houses in our area. Their 80-page 
report explains how Sainsbury’s waste 
heat could heat water, which would 
then be piped under the by-pass. The 

water could flow to 146 Oxford City 
Council homes in the initial phase. Other 
interested house-holders could opt in. 
 According to Andy Edwards, the 
heat network could: “Reduce carbon 
emissions from heating and hot water 
by over 70% and reduce energy bills 
by up to 80% across the households 
identified.” 
 When so many local people 
struggle with fuel bills, those savings 
would be very welcome.

 The first map shows where the pipes 
could run and the second map shows 
where there is greatest demand for heat 
in Rose Hill. The two match nicely.
 Over the past six months, 
BioRegional has consulted widely 
with members of the community; 
local responses have been very 
positive. Initial studies show that 
the technology is feasible. Through 
the Renewable Heat Incentive, the 
Government is offering large grants 

to make such innovative schemes 
possible. Sainsbury’s and Oxford 
City Council are now considering 
BioRegional’s suggested programme.
 Make no mistake, this would be 
a huge project if it comes off. It will 
need cooperation between many 
different bodies and will involve a 
search for major funding. But Rose 
Hill has already made huge strides in 
renewable energy. Could this be the 
next one?

maP 1
Where the 
pipes could 
run

maP 2
Where the 
demand for 
heat is greatest. 
Red-greatest, 
Blue-least.

Rose Hill AND iFFleY low CARboN

isabelle and Safiyah play at the Centre.

 if you would like to read the report in full, or find out more about our work, please contact Rose Hill and iffley low Carbon at:  rosehill.iffley.low.carbon@gmail.com
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Clean Green Campaign 
Hopefully you’ll have seen or heard 
something about the recent Clean 
Green campaign held in Rose Hill. 
 We held a recycling roadshow at 
your community centre and spoke 
to lots of you, giving out plenty of 
freebies and advice, and lots of food 
caddies too.

Food Project
Some of you may have noticed the 
free rolls of food caddy liners and 
information packs that are being 
delivered, so hopefully you’ll have 
yours already, or if not look out for 
yours soon! 
 We are currently trialling giving 
every household, two free rolls of 
caddy liners to see if we can increase 
the amount of food recycling. 
 Once you have finished these, 
simply go back to what you did 
before, whether that was using 
supermarket corn starch liners, using 
newspaper or putting your food in 
the caddy loose. 
 If you need a new food caddy or 
would like to give food recycling a 
go, contact us and we can supply 

you with free food caddies. The food 
helps to power over 4,000 homes, as 
well as making a fantastic fertiliser, so 
why not give it a go?!

Easter Recycling
Looking onto Easter there is much 
that can be done at this time of year. 
Remember to recycle all of your 
Easter egg packaging, from foil, to 
plastic, to cardboard. 
 If you’re feeling creative, why not 
make homemade cards to give this 
Easter, rather than buying new ones, 
using old scrap card, ribbons and 
craft pieces from around your home. 
 If you’re having a feast this Easter, 
why not try and re-use your leftover 
food to create a new meal?

The Blue Bin Recycling League
As always, we want to remind you 
about the Blue Bin Recycling League 
– a competition to promote recycling 
in Oxford where you could win prizes 
for yourself and your community! 

 To find out more 
or to take part visit: 
www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling

By PeTeR WilkinSon

THERE are many residents who 
mourn the passing of Rosie, the little 
bus that used to go around the back 
roads and hills of the estate, serving 
Cowley Centre and beyond.
 After a prolonged campaign by 
the Rose Hill Tenants’ and Residents’ 
Association (TRA), local Councillors 
and the Oxford Branch of Bus Users 
UK, the new bus was introduced 
with much celebration. It was 
financially subsidised by Oxfordshire 
County Council and in a competition 
to name the little bus, the winning 
entry of Rosie by Chris Rodrigo was 
chosen and written proudly on the 
side of the bus.
 The little bus quickly became a 
firm favourite with its roundabout 
route around the estate operating 
on a hail and ride basis. Later 
the route was revised to serve 
Rivermead Road. The route meant 
residents did not have to climb up to 
The Oval for a bus, a step too far for 
many less able. 
 However, the County Council 
withdrew all bus subsidies with 
effect from last summer. Despite 
representations, Stagecoach 
withdrew the service claiming it 
could not operate without subsidy. 
Some would disagree saying it was 
well used, perhaps there were other 
reasons. Stagecoach introduced a 
new route 20, but only at off-peak 

times with a spare capacity bus and 
driver. 
 Since this bus is a double-decker 
it cannot negotiate the side roads 
of the estate and like route 3, only 
operates up and down Ashhurst 
Way. It is therefore of no use to less 
mobile residents who live in the 
lower areas of the estate. We were 
told this new service was for a six-
month trial period, the six months 
have now passed and it is still 
running. It is interesting to note that 
all the other major estates in Oxford 
have a bus service which operate on 
a circular route around the estate.
 What of the future? There is 
clearly a demand for another Rosie, 
the alternative provision of the 
double-decker route 20 is better 
than nothing, but has an uncertain 
future. There is a need to provide 
accessible transport for the less 
mobile, especially for those who live 
in the Rivermead Road / Mortimer 
Road area. All residents need to be 
able to access Cowley Centre for 
shopping, banks, the post office, 
and vital links to the hospitals. Or of 
course simply visiting friends and 
relations. 
 The Rose Hill Tenants’ and 
Residents’ Association is aware of 
the issue and is actively considering 
alternate provisions. Ideas are 
welcomed. The TRA meets on the 
first Tuesday of the month in the 
Community Centre, do come along.

Right thing...
Right bin...

Right time...
Right place...

Your guide to 
recycling in Oxford

www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling
recycling@oxford.gov.uk

01865 249811
recycle4oxford
recycle4oxford
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ADVERTISEMENT

Remembering Rosie

 if you have an opinion about the bus route let us know, 
or share your memories of Rosie with us by emailing: 
aimee-rosehillnews@hotmail.com

oxFoRD CiTY CouNCil's 
ReCYCliNg TeAM uPDATe

Do you enjoy reading 
Rose Hill News?

 
Then why not get involved 

in the next one? 

We are always looking 
for local residents to write articles, send in 

pictures and help produce 
future issues of the newspaper. 

 
To find out more email:  

aimee-rosehillnews@hotmail.com


